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A CHARTER of Regulations to the Eaſt 
Indi: Company, by Their Sacred Majeſtic 
King WILLIAM. and Queen MART, 


under the Great Seal of England, Dated' the 
28th. of September,- 1694. 


WILLIAM and MARY, zac 


& 

By the Grace of God King and Queen of England, Scotland, France, 
and Ireland, Defenders of the Faith, &c. To the Governour and To the Governour and Com 
Company of Merchants of London, Trading into the Exft-Indjeg, P4"y of Merchants, Trading 
and to all others to whom theſe Preſents ſhall. come Greeting. Geeeting T's. 9 
Whereas in and by a certain Charter, or Letters Patents, under our Whereas by our Charter 
Great Seal of Eng/and, bearing date at Weſtminſter, :the Seventh Patcd the 7th.08er, 1593. 
day of Uitober now laſt paſt, We did make, conſtitute, ordain, c,1..+, AT is 
declare and appoint Sir Thomas Cooke Knt. and one of the Alder- to bx Body Corporate and 
men of our City of London, Francis Tyſſen Eſq; George Eart of 2" Þ» the Name of the 
Berkeley, and divers -other perions therein named and deſcribed, Merchants of pong Ky 
ſhould be a body Corporate and Politick, in Decd and in Name; by !"s to the £:t-intic;; 
the Name of the Governour and Company of Merchants of Lon 
don, Trading into the Eaſt-Inaies, under, and ſubject to the Proviſoes under the Proviſees therein 
and Conditions, and upon the Terms therein.” mericioned, and <ntioncd. 
we did thereby give and grant unto the faid  Govermgour - and #55 oebreg Reggae 
Company, and their Succeſſors ſeveral Liberties, Powers , 
Priviledges and Immunities, in which ſaid Charter or Letters 
Patents, there is, among{t other neg a Clauſe 
or Proviſo in the Words, or to the etteft following, that is to fay, wherein is the Provie fol- 
Provided always, and upon condition nevertheleſs, and Our.expreſs "ap ſeveral Direttians, 
Will and Meaning is, that if the faid Governour aad Company dh. 
of Merchants of London, Trading into the Eaſt-Indies, and their 
Succeſors, do not accept of, and from time to time, and at- all 
times hereafter, AC according to, and put in due and efftectual 
Execution,. and ſubmit and conform in all things unto ſuch orders, 
dire&t.ons, additions, alterations, reſtrictions and qualifications 
relating to the conſtitution, continuance, determination, rights, 
powers or priviledges of the ſaid Company, or the Government 
thereof, or of the ſaid Governour and Company, or the encourage- 
ment, management. regulation or advancement of Trade, or of 
' the preſent or future Joynt-Stock of the ſaid Company, or con- 
cerning any future Subſcriptions to be made by way of increaſe or 
addition tothe Joynt-Stock,or for aſcertaining the true values of the 
{aid Joynt-Stock,at and during the times of any ſuch future Subſcrip- 
tions,which,and as We,Our Heirs,or Succeſſors,by the Advice of Our 
or Their Privy Council, ſhall from time to time, at any time before 
the Nine and Twentieth day ct Seprember,which ſhallbe in the Year which if the Company don't 
One Thouſand Six Hundred Ninety and Four, think fir ro make, in- ©2nform unto if made before 
cert, limit, dire&, appoint or expreſs in or by any further or other pc u9de; Ry Frog 
Charter, Letters Patents, or other Writing or Inſtrument under: then We may make void 
Our or Their Great Seal of Eng/and, Then, and in each and every * Prcfents, 
of the Caſes aforeſaid, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for Us, 
Our. Heirs and Succeſſors by Letters Patents, under Our or Their 
Great Seal of England, to determine, revoke and make void thelſc 
Preſents, and the Grant hereby made, and from and RY 

A after 


* 


(2) 
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and tþingsare contained and. preſcribed, purſuant ro the {aid - 
viſogn thefaid fiſt Charter, and therein is alſo contained a'Clabſc 
or Proviſo in the Words, or to the effett following, that is to ſay, 
and alſo the following clauſe, Paaripded alwayes, and upon condition novertheleſs, and-our expres 
'Will.and Meaning 1s, ;and we dbihereby order, direct and appoint, 
and .the faid Governour and Company do hereby agree, That if 
ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants. -of Lonaow Trefi 
4oto the 'Eaft-Indres, and 'thew Succefiors, do not accept- of, «nd 
fram time to «ime, and at all times hereafter AG according 40, 
and)put in-due and cffeftudl Execution,and ſubmit and confortn 1n all 
things unto,as well all and every the orders, directions, additions, a- 
eerataans,reſtrictions,qualifications, matters and things herein before 
n—_ as alſo all and every ſuch further, and other orders, di. 
tons additions, alterations, reſtrictions and qualtfications relating 
tothe Conſtitution, Contiauance, Determination, Rights, Powers or 
Prividedges of the faid Company, or the Government thereof, or 
of the ſaxd Governour and-Company, or the Encouragement, Ma- 
pagement, Regulation-or Advancement of Trade, -or of the pre« 
ſent 'or future Joyat-Stock of the 1aid 'Company, or concerning 
any future iptions to be made by way af  ancreafe or addition 
ro the Joynt-Stock, 'or for aſcertaining the true values of the ſaid 
obliging the Company to Joynt-Stodk, atand during the times of any ſuch future ſubſcripti- 
«& according to ſuch Orders, ons, which, and .as We, Our Heirs or Succefſors, by the Advice 
Regulations er Our Of 4Jur or their Privy Council, ſhall from time to time, at an 
Great Scal before the 2th. time before the-Nine and twentieth day of September, which ſhall 
of Sept. 1594- be.in the Year One thouſand Six hundred Ni four, think fit to 
make, incert, lamit, dirett, appoint or expreſs in or by any fur- 
ther or other Charter, Letters Patents, or other Writing or In- 
Or elſe to be liable to have fhryment under Our or their Great Seal of Exg/and, then and in 
_ Sm—_—— "© cach and every of the Caſes aforeſaid, it ſhall and may be lawful 
mY ' to and for Us, Qur Heirs and Sicceffors, by Letters Patents under 
Our or their Great Seal of Exg/and, to determine, revoke and make 
void, as well theſe Preſents, and the Grant hereby made, as alſo 


and the Powers and Grants the {aid Charter or Letters Parents, bearing date the Seventh day of | 


therein contained, Odober laſt paſt, herein before mentioned, and all and every, or any 
the matters and things therein and herein contained ; and from 
and immediately after the paſſing of ſuch Letters Patents of Revo- 
cation or Determination under the Great Seal of Exgland, as well 
theſe Preſents, as alſo the ſaid Charter or Letters Patents, bearing 
Date the Seventh day of Otfober laſt paſt. and all the Powers, Pri- 
viledges, Grants, and other things therein and herein contained, 
ſhall” ceaſe, 'determine, and be abſolutely void to all intents 
and _ 00 thing to the comrary notwithſtanding, As in 


and veral Letters Patents, relation being thereunto 
reſpectively had, may more fully and at large appear. NOW 
NOW KNOW TEE, That in TEE, That by vertuc and in purſuance of the faid rwo 
pr_ of the faid two p,owiſees in the faid Charters: and Letters Patents mentioned, and 
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Which Oath the ſaid Gover- in that preſent queſtion) is, And are hereby reſpettively, from 

ne bo Deputy, ©&* a1* time to time Authorized,and Required,to Adminiſter ny 

And if fuch Perſon do not and If ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſo Elefted, into any the faid Offices 

take the fame, his Eledtion or Places reſpeCtively, ſhall Refuſe or Neglett to take the ſame, 

IND Then the Ele&tion, and Votes given for the Elettion of every ſuch 

Perſon ſo Refuſing ſhall be void. Ard the ſaid Company ſhall 

and the Court ſhall proceed from time to time proceed to a New Elettion, according to the 

4 Elettion,according Direction and Qualifications in this and our ſaid laſt Charter, as if 

the laſt Charter. the faid Refuſer or Refuſers had never been Choſen, And as if no 

Votes had been given for ſuch his Choice and Eledtion, Azd We 

No Perſon or Perſons that is dp hereby furtherin like manner, Order and Diret#, That no Perſon 

—_ dons Freon or Perſons that Now is, or hereafter ſhall be Choſen Governour, 

pany, ſhal! continue in their or Deputy Governour of the ſaid Company, ſhall continue in the 

m4 = # ogg than two (Office or Place of Governour, or Deputy Governour, or either of 

EE them for more than Two Years together ; And that no Perſon or 

And no Perſon that hath Perſons that ſhall have ſerved in both or either of the ſaid Offices 

ſerved therein two years to- of Goyernour, or Deputy Governour of the ſaid Company by the 

— a Ne capevic 9! ſpace of Two Years;together, ſhall be Choſen, or Capable of being 

years after, hoſen, into either of the ſaid two Offices or Places, within the 

ſpace of Two Years next after the end of the laſt of thoſe Two 

Years wherein he ſerved either as Governour, or Deputy Gover- 

nour. And we do alſo hereby,in like manner, further Order and Dirett, 

That the Twenty Four Committees of the ſaid Company ſhall 

If above ſixteen of the laſt be Yearly Choſen ; and if at ſuch Election, more than Sixteen of 
R_ Fran thoſe for the laſt Year ſhall be Choſen, The EleQtion of ſo man 
nual Eleftion, the Supernu- Of them as are above the Number of Sixteen, and have the fewe 

GE _ ——_ 9 Voices, ſhall be Void, and others Choſe in their ſtead, fo that 

Os "ehers choſe in there ſhall be Yearly, at leaſt, Eight that were not of the Com- 

their ſtead, ſo that at leaſt mittee the precedeing year. And whereas, in and by the {aid laft 

- Iota ſhall be E- mentioned Charter, ; F-hre Date the Eleventh day of November, 

And whereas by the Charter in the Fifth Year of Our Reign, It is ; ym » And We did 

of the 11th. Fav. 1553: 29< thereby Order and Appoint, That the ſaid Governour and Com- 

Governour and Company Pany of Merchants of 1 onden Trading into the Esft-Indies, or 

ſhould-not Licence any Per- their Succefſors, ſhould not at any time then after, Licence or PCr» 

ſon to Trade, or Ship to Sa", it any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, to Trade or Traffique, or 

into or from the Eaſt-Indies any Ship or Ships,to Sail or paſs into, or from any part of the Exſt- 

on private Account, Indies, on any private Account whatſoever, and that if any ſuch 

Licence,or Permiſſion, ſhould be granted contrary to Our ſaid Order 

and Appointment therein before declared, That then,and In each ſuch 

Caſe, as well the ſaid Laſt mentioned Charter, or Letters Patents, as 

on pain of making void the alſo the ſaid Letters Patents bearing Date the ſaid Seventh day of 

A oharz Otober laſt paſt, and all and every the Powers, Grants, Matters and 

Things in both the ſaid Letters Patents contained, thould Ceaſe, 

Determine, and be utterly Void to all Intents and Purpoſes, Any 

Now we do hereby direft, thing ro the Contrary notwithſtanding. Now We ao hereby Order 

= pinoy rome and Dirett, That the ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants 

the Commanders and Mari- of Loxdon, Trading into the Eaſt-Inazes, and their Succeſſors, May 

ners of their Ships, at any time hereafter Licence,and permit,any Commanders, Officers 

and Seamen, which from time to time, or at any time hereafter,ſhall 

; be Employed by the ſaid Company, in the Ships of, or belonging to, 

to trade in ſuch Commodi- gp jn the Service of, the ſaid mompany, and ſet out upon the ſaid 

tics, and touch 3 ia Companies Account onely, to Trade and Traffique in, and to Im- 

of, and not otherwiſe. port in ſuch Ships, from any part of the Es/t-Indies, for and upon 

the Account of ſuch Commanders, Officers or Seamen, only ſuch 

Commodities and Goods, and ſuch proportion thereof, as ſhall be 

from time to time permitted, and allowed of, by the Majority of 

Votes at a General Court of the ſaid Company for the tune being, 


and 


—— 
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ob oo dagr ye A Private Committees of the ſaid Company, ſhall from time to time, 
che omen eral Court, ©0d at all times hereafter, be Choſen and appointed by the Majority 
F of a General Court of the ſaid Company, and not by the Court of 
Committees of the ſaid Company. And We do hereby,in like manner, 

No Governour, Deputy, Bot further Order and Direct, That the Governour, Deputy Governour, 
mt phage; the Coppantes and Committees of the ſaid Company for the time being, or any 
Money, of them, ſhall not Lend, Nor ſhall it be in the Power of them, or 
any of them, to Lend any Money of or belonging to the ſaid Com- 

unleſs previoully Authoriz- Pany, to any Perſon or Perſons whatſcever, unleſs previouſly 
ed by the General Court. Enabled or Authorized to do the ſame by the Majority of the Ge- 
neral Court. And farther we do, in like manner, Order and Direff, 

No Goods of the Compa- "That No Goods whatſoever, of or belonging to the ſaid Company, 
mics owl} oe nies be 1ÞAll be delivered to any Perſon or Terfons whatſoever, until the 
attually paid for the fame, Money be aQtually paid for the ſame, or ſuch Security given, as 
or LC the ſhall be m— - by a — - be? + 4 pen <4 Com- 
; mittees of the faid Company. Ana We ao alſo hereby, in like man- 

No Court of Connernen 3 ner, Order and Direct, That no Court of Committees of the faid 
nor any wiemoers 022 Company, or any Member or Members of the ſaid Company, Do, 
ha or ſhall at any time or times hereafter, Make or Enter into any 
ContraCt, Article or Agreement, with any Perſon or Perſons whar. 

ſhall by any agen ſoever, whereby to Oblige, or by means or reaſon whereof, the 
oy roo "9". General Stock of the ſaid Company, or any part thereof, ſhall or 
for Receiving or Delivering may be Obliged or Bound, either for Receiving or Delivering of 


_— of 4 Gan Stock at a Price Agreed on, without Leave firſt had or obtained in 
Court. that behalf, by a Majority of Votes in a General Court of the ſaid 


Company. And We do hereby, in like manner, further Order and 

The Companies Caſh ſhall © [1;,,c7, That the Caſh of and belonging to the ſaid Company, 
entirely =p: "their own ſhall from time totime, and at all times hereafter, be entirely kept 
Houſe. in Effective Money, within the Companies Houſe in Leaden-hall- 
Street, [ ondon, Or in {uch' other Houſe or Place where the ſaid 

Company ſhall meet, and fit for the Diſpatch of the Companies 

And always be in the Cuſto- Buſineſs. And farther, That the Money, and Caſh of the ſaid 
dy of Three at leaſt of the Company for the time being, ſo to be kept as aforeſaid, ſhall always 
Committees of the Trealury- 4... 1d Remain in the Cuſtody of Three at leaft of the Committees 
of the Treaſury, of, or belonging to, the ſaid Company for the 

And by them iſſued out to time being, to be by them iſſued out to the Caſhier of the ſaid 
RAR NR " Company for the time being, in ſuch Sums as the Companies Oc- 
; | , caljons ſhall or may from time totime Require, And We do hereby, 
No Sum of Money ſhall be #1 like mmaenner, further Order \and Direct, That No Sum or Sums 
allowed on the Companies of Money whatſoever ſhall be allowed by or upon the Account of 
—_— to whom ang the ſaid ,ompany, but in ſuch Caſe, where it ſhall appear when, 
for what it has been paid ; to whom, and for what, {uch Sum or Sums of Money was, or 
Except only where the Ge- were paid 3 Except-in ſuch Caſes where, by Authority of a General 
nel Cough m_ ee Court of the'ſaid Company, any Commitree, or Member or Mem- 
thercof without Account. bers of the ſaid Company, ſhall be previouſly Authorized, and Im- 
powered to Diſpoſe of the ſame without account. And where, 

Our Late Royal Uncle King Char/e: the Second, in and by certain 

Letters Patents under the Great Seal of Exgland, bearing Date the 

Third day «of April, in the Thirteenth Year of His Reign, Did 

for Him, His Heirs and Succefſors, Grant to the ſaid Governour 

and -Company | of Merchants 'of London, Trading into the Eaſt- 

Indies, and their Succeflors, That when, and as often as any 

Cuſtom, Poundage, Subſidy, or other Duties ſhould be due and 

- payable unto the ſaid Late King Charles the Second, His Heirs or 

ucceflors; for any Goods, Wares or Merchandizes whatſoever, to 

be returned out o& or from, any che Iſlands, Ports, Havens, Cities, 

Towns or Places therein mentioned, unto the Port of Loxdos,. or 


any 
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any of the Havens, Creeks, Members or Places to the ſame Pott 

be onging, That the Cuſtomers, and all other Officers for the tire 

being, of the ſaid Late King, His Heirs or Succeſſors, for or con- 

cerning, the — of Cuſtom, Poundage, Subſidy or other Duties, 

to whom it ſhould or might appertain, ſhould upon the Requeſt 

of the Governour and Company of the ſaid Merchants of Loxdos, 

Trading to the Eaſt-Indties, or any their Agents, Fattors or Aſſigns, 

Give unto the ſaid Governour and Company, their Agents, FaCtors 

or Aſſigns Six Months time for the payment of the one half, and 

after Thoſe Six Months ended, Other Six Months for the Payment 

of the other halt of their ſaid Cuſtoms, Poundage, or other <ub- 

ſidies or Duties, Receiving good and ſufficient Bond with Surety, 

to the uſe of the ſaid late King Charles the Second, his Heirs and 

Succeflors, for the true payment of the ſame accordingly, And up- 

on Receipt of the ſaid Bond with Surety, from time to time to 

Give untothe ſaid Governour and Company of Merchants of Lox- 

don, Trading inco the Eaſt-Indees, tor the time being, their Agents, 

Faftors or Aſſigns, Their Cocquets, or other Warrants, to take 

out and receive on Land the ſame Goods, Wares and Merchan- 

dizes, by verrue thereof, without any Diſturbance. And whereas 

Wee Think it Requifite for our Service, that ſome Alteration be 

made in that Matter, We do rherefore by theſe preſents, in like man- 

ner, Order and Direct, That the {aid Governour and Company of The Company notwithſtand- 

Merchants of London, Trading into the Ezſt-Indtes and their Suc- 7 M* Clauſe afore-recited 

ceſſors, Do and ſhall, from mas after, the end of Two Years come- Charter, Dated Thidet 

mencing from the Date hereof, (In Caſe We, Our Heirs or Suc- 3-3-4 

ceſſors, by any Writing under Our, or their Royal Sign Manual, ;, Oh ne From _ 

thall require the ſame) Make preſent payment of all the Cuftoms, ſme in writing, 

Subſidies, Additional and other Duties, Due and payable to Us, M4** Preſent payment of 

Our Heirs or Succeſſors, for ſuch 'Goods and - Commadities as due on Good: by them im, 

after the end of the ſaid Two Years ſhall be Imported into Qur perted, ; 

Port of London, or any he Creeks, Members or Places 

to the ſame Port belonging, "upon the Account, or in the 

Name of the ſaid Company, And'in conſideration of ſuch preſent 2nd be allowed Diſcount of 

payment, the ſaid Governour and Company, and their Succeſſors, jc. pot, Pillings 

ſhall be allowed to Dedutt and Diſcount after the Rate of Four of the faid two Six Months, 

Pounds Ten Shillings per Cent. for a Year, for all the ſaid Cuſtoms 

and Duties ſo paid, in Lieu and Recompence for the two Six 

Months, given them by the ſaid Charter for payment thereof. 

And ſball alſo be further allowed for all the Additional Impoſitions and Six Pounds Five Shit- 

and Duties now payable by the ſaid Company, (other than the lings per Cenr.on Additional 

Duties of Tonnage and Poundage) after the rate of Six Pounds © 

and Five Shillings per Cent. by way of Diſcount for preſent pay- 

ment, in Lieu and Recompence for the Four Three Months al- ia Lieu of the Four Three 

lowed for payment thereof, by the ſeveral As of Parliament by pj2jms 21ow'd by AR of 

which the ſaid Duties are granted. And We do hereby, in like man- 

ner, Order and Direct, That if it ſhall appear to us Our Heirs If the Gaid Charters of the 

or Succeſſors, That the faid two Charters, or Letters Patents, bear- opbangs . _ 11th. Nov. 

ing Date the Seventh day of October, and the Eleventh of No- compaics, nneddcen 

vember now laſt paſt, or any other Charters, or Letters Patents, 

heretofore made, or Granted to the ſaid Governour and Company 9 theſe preſents,or the Con- 

of Merchants of London, Trading into the Ezxſt-Indies, or theſe ng dp nphere 

reſents, any or either of them, or the continuance of them, any to Us or Our Realm. 

or either of them, in the whole, or in any part thereof, ſhall not 

be profitable to Us, Our Heirs, or Succeflors, or to this Our Realm, Then after Three Years 

Thar then, and from thenceforth, upon and after Three Years Mrming, all the ſaid Char- 
. X ' . etermined and 

warning to be given to the ſaid Company by Us, Our Heirs or yoiq. 


Succeſlors, 


($8) 
$vecefſors, under Our or their Privy Seal or Sgn Manual, ' The {aid 
ſeveral Letters Pacents, bearing Date the ſaid Seventh day of Oc:o- 
. ber, and Eleventh day of November now laſt paſt, and other the 
ſaid former Charters or Letters Patents, and the lations in 

i ra ar Nevo ſhall Ceale, be 'Yoid, 
and | ructions and Purpoſes. And 
the aid Governour and Company of Merchants of London, Trad- 

ing ioto the Eaſf-Indies, from and after the end of the ſaid three 
And the ſaid Governour and 'Ygars, ſhall not Continue to be, nor ſhall AGt as a iO! 
Company operation, © Body Politick, but ſhall be wholly Determined ; Any thi 
or herein contained to the contrary in any wiſe notw 
And We do hereby «lſo, in like manner,Order and Dire, That the ſaid 
Governour and — Merchants of London, Trading into 
The Governour and Compe- the Exft- Indies, Do and , before the Firſt day of December next 
ny ſhall, by Writing, under Enſuing, by an Inſtrument in Writing, under their Common Seal, 
EET be Or to be approved of by our Attorney, or Solicitor General, Declare 
or Sollicitor General,declare their ance of, and Submiſſion unto the faid Charters of the 
_ —_—_— Seventh of Ofober, and Eleventh of November laſt paſt, and all 
and this preſent Charter. and every the Regulations, Matters and Things therein and in 
either of them contained ; And alſo their Acceptance of, and Sub- 
miſſion unto theſe Preſents, and the ſeveral Matters and Things 
therein contained. And if they ſhall Refuſe, or NegleQ, - ſo to do, 
that Then the faid Governour and Company of Merchants of 
| London, Trading to the Indies, from and after the faid Firſt 
and in Default thereof, not day of December next, not continue to be, nor ſhall AQ as a 
= + Corporation, * + Corporation, or Body Politick, but ſhall be wholly Determined, 
any thing to the contrary Notwithſtanding. In YVirnef whereof, 
VV bave Cauſed theſe Our Letters to be made Patents, YViemeſs 
Our Selves at VYeſtminſter, the Eight and Twentieth Day of 
Seprember, in tho Sixth Year of Our Reign, "7 


Rf : ; =—_— 
_— | " " 
= #4 "7 : - s *3. 4 w F 


. 
= - 
= . . : 
, ” > - 
- : # % o * tf 
A Fre #, © ] 
C2 , 
© FY . 
- . 
= 1 


+17 
} | 
[ 
: l 
EC; » . a\F 
wy 1 *® ; 
. 0 . | wi . 
T YL , x 
0 Vc} ; 
"3 * k % 
® e\ = 
144 {1 C1! 3 ' I's 
"4 
eb Fa, 
L5 
»y . T jp. "2 © % | % % 4 | " " " - . - 4% a+ ” . £4 . 
n ; #\\ k > 4 —Y - i +44 . "= >, vv \# £ } (5) &- © ” ro " < þ % TY 
” 3 " oO "- 


ad024% A292 110 44492 thihf 70. 


Y - 
_—_— 


S -» 
Sy. 70 amet 7 ont om 


4 COY + # . 


ph 39') i1 . 1 0 / 
bu . o i f wv : ? «4 +l . - - F faY 
*Y 4-7 6.72 aut} pillts : T9232 TW, £ j \ ONE> 

Wd bout +14 167 SUR ers Po net Fo, P05 nor 


= '% 4 - + +& : 


; . we of | 
bhiof: I « i YE CWS- 


£ 


: 
- 


